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BCHS Administration

Principal Dr. Sheila S. Wyont

Assistant Principals
Students A - K Mrs. Meghann Sneed
Students L -Z Dr. Tom Potter

School Counselors
Students A - K Jennifer Moore
Students L - Z Dr. Angelique Burris
Graduation Coach Amanda Martin

School Resource Officer SRO Thompson
Security Lance Hudson
Athletic Director Billy James

Data Manager Brittany Lucas
Financial Secretary Kathleen Macdonald
Receptionist Brandy Chastain

Career Development Coordinator Shane Short
Nurse Sarah Hicks
Social Worker Tabatha Lynch
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Take Pride in The Hive

Mission Statement
BCHS Mission is to provide innovative opportunities in a safe environment that prepares
students to be successful now and in the future.

Vision Statement
BCHS Vision is to Build Excellence in Everything by challenging students to fulfill their
potential and achieve success.

BCHS Pride
BCHS is where you will spend most of your day. Every student is a valuable member of our
team, and carries responsibility to contribute to our team’s success. Just as you should take pride
in your personal academic, athletic, musical, artistic, and other successes, you should take pride
in your school as well! Let’s take care of our HIVE away from home!

Our School has been renovated over the past few years from new lights and paint to new signage
and an electronic exterior sign. We are currently updating the sound system in the gym. The
auditorium is receiving a new sound system and new stage curtains.

Demonstration of the school’s pride is evidenced by the way the school physically appears to
everyone from outside the school to inside our classrooms. The school aesthetics also impacts
the way we feel about the school and ourselves. We expect that trash makes it to trash
containers, that walls remain free of damage or graffiti, that restrooms are clean and well
supplied, and that our school grounds are kept neat and litter-free. You, as an individual, can
make a difference by doing your part in respecting our school facilities. Let’s keep our renovated
school looking great all year long!

Keys to High School Success
Our goal is for all students to receive a great education. The following points are fundamental
keys to experiencing school success.

● Attendance- Attend school each day and remain in school for the entire school day.

● Participation- Participate in your education! Ask questions when n all
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BCHS Daily Bell Schedule
1st Bell 8:00 am

Warning Tardy Bell 8:25 am

1st Period 8:30 - 10:05 am

2nd Period 10:10 - 11:45 am

3rd Period 11:50 am - 1:50 pm

1st lunch 11:55 am-12:20 pm
2nd lunch 12:25 pm -12:50 pm
3rd lunch 12:55 pm -1:20 pm
4th lunch 1:25 pm -1:50 pm

4th Period 1:55pm - 3:30 pm

BELL Schedule Thursday (Advisory day)

Doors Open & Bell Rings 8:00 am

First Bell/Warning Bell 8:25 am

Tardy Bell 8:30 am

1st Period 8:30 am -9:50 am

Advisory 9:55 am - 10:25 am

2nd Period 10:30 am - 11:45 am

3rd Period 11:50 am - 1:50 pm

4th Period 1:55 pm - 3:30 pm
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Class Rank
Class rank and grade point averages are calculated on the basis of grades from any/all classes in
which credit has been granted. (Pass/fail courses will not be calculated



NORTH CAROLINA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS
Students who seek the Future Ready Course of Study also may earn the N.C. Academic Scholars
distinction. Students who qualify for this honor receive an honor sticker on their diploma, recognition
on their transcript and recognition at graduation.
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Student Safety
Safety for everyone is the top priority at BCHS and Gaston County Schools. School personnel
follow a variety of procedures to enhance the safety of our school. These procedures include
regular fire, tornado, and lock-down drills, metal detecting, and being actively aware of the
environment.

All visitors must report to the front entrance.

If it is necessary for a visitor to enter the building, they will provide their ID to the
receptionist and receive a visitor’s badge upon entering the building.

PARENTS MUST CHECK IN AT THE FRONT DESK anytime they are on campus
during the instructional day 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM.
The only exception is when parents are dropping off or picking up their child. They should
remain in their car during drop off and pick up.

Additionally, weapons and illegal or dangerous substances or objects are NOT allowed on school
grounds at any time. If you have to question whether something is appropriate to have on
campus or not, it is best to exercise caution and good judgment… don’t bring it to school. All
persons and property are subject to random search and seizure allowable by law



Book Bags
You may carry a CLEAR book bag during the school day. The use of clear book bags will not
negate the search of book bags. We will continue to search any and all bags brought on campus
per Gaston County Schools Guidelines.
Frequently Asked Questions

Question: Why not mesh bags?Answer: Mesh bags with various patterns and colors are more
difficult to screen and often require staff members to hand search. We are discontinuing their use.

Question: Do lunch bags have to be transparent too?
Answer: No, they do not, but they are subject to be searched.

Question: Are transparent colored backpacks allowed?
Answer: No. Colored transparent backpacks are not allowed. Only fully clear backpacks

Question: Can the backpack have colored straps?
Answer: Yes. The backpack may have colored straps.

Question: Are company or trademarked logos allowed on the front of the backpacks?
Answer: Small company logos are allowed, but large logos, or other visual obstructions are not.

Question: Can we design or decorate the backpack?
Answer: No. Designs or decorations can not hinder the ability to see inside the backpack.

Question: Will athletic bags and instrument cases, which are not clear, be allowed on campus?
Answer: Yes, these are permitted, but will be searched everyday and stored in the band room or
locker room at the beginning of the school day. A Coach will supervise the storage of bags in the
athletic locker rooms on the PE Hallway from 8:00 - 8:30 AM. (Athletic bags CANNOT be
stored in the specific coach’s classroom.)

Question: What about purses or pocketbooks?
Answer: Any purse or pocketbook larger than a composition book is considered a book bag, and
will not be permitted unless it is clear.

Question: What about lunch bags/lunch boxes?
Answer: Any lunch bag/lunch box larger than a composition book is considered a book bag, and
will not be permitted unless it is clear.

Question: What about makeup bags or small purses?
Answer: We understand the concern with the privacy of certain items. Students will be permitted
to carry such items in a small makeup pouch within the backpack or a small purse. However, the
pouch is subject to search
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Arrival to School
The building will open at 8:00 AM for students. Do not arrive prior to that time. Upon entering,
students will move directly to their 1st period classroom. Students may get breakfast on the way
to their first period classroom to consume.

Leaving School - Early Dismissal
In order to receive the full benefit of school, you should remain in school until school is
dismissed. However, if it is necessary for you to leave during school hours, BCHS provides the
following procedures:

1.If you must leave school before 3:30 PM and you drive to school, students must bring a
written notice signed by a parent or guardian to the main office upon arrival to school. The note
should state the reason for early dismissal, time, and a telephone number for verification.
NOTE: Students will NOT be signed out based on a phone call or email from a parent or
guardian or any person on the student’s contact list. If you drive, sign out in the front office



BCHS LOCK OUT Tardy Policy

Arrive ON TIME:
● Arriving to class, on time, is a Bessemer City High School expectation.
● If you arrive after 8:30 AM, you must check in to receive a pass to class. If driving to

school yourself and you have a school parking permit you may park in the gravel parking
lot and walk around to the front entrance. You may not park in the front entrance lot.

● All students arriving to class after 8:30 AM will be searched and metal detected prior to
entering class.

● Students will not be admitted to class without a proper pass signed and dated.
● Consequences for excessive tardies will be handled by each alpha administrator.

To ensure the correct application of the tardy policy ALL teachers will adhere to the following
procedures :

1. They will lock and close their classroom doors at the sound of the tardy bell for each
class. Teachers with a planning period will monitor the halls for the first 10 minutes.

2. If you arrive at class after the bell you will need a tardy pass indicating you’ve signed in
with the member of staff at the front desk. If you do not have that pass, you will not be
permitted to enter that class until you are issued a pass.

3. They will enter all absences and tardies into PowerSchool within the first 15 minutes of
class

4. If you miss more than 15 minutes of a class you will be classified as absent.
5. If a teacher has already completed attendance in PowerSchool, and a student arrives with

a pass, the teacher will adjust your attendance in PowerSchool.

BCHS will follow the tardy policy below in regard to consequences:

● Levels of tardiness will be considered in our BCHS Pass to Play policy (see
Athletics).

● Our policy for addressing tardiness will be





RESTRICTED AREAS
Restricted areas are defined as those locations off-limits to students during the day because of
safety concerns.Violations of restricted area policies will result in disciplinary actions. The
following areas are restricted:

• Parking Lots: Students are not permitted to go to their car during the day, and therefore
are not allowed in the parking lots.

• Gym, Gym Hall, and Athletic Fields: Only students scheduled for physical education are
permitted in these areas during the school day.

• Cafeteria and Lunchroom Area: Students are permitted in the cafeteria
and lunchroom areas only during their scheduled lunch time or with prior permission.

• Classroom Hallways During Lunch: The classroom hallways are closed to
students during their lunch time.

• Auditorium: Students are permitted in the auditorium only during scheduled events or with
prior permission.

• Lobby: Students should not loiter in the lobby and commons.
• Restrooms: Students will have a color coded hall pass provided by the teacher each time

they leave class to go to the restroom. Students must use the restroom on the same
hallway as the classroom.

• Senior Cafe: Only Seniors are allowed in the Senior Cafe during lunch.

CAFETERIA
1.Students are expected to be courteous and considerate of others inmust
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Contraband - Items NOT permitted in school
● Skateboards
● Heelys (shoes with wheels)
● HoverBoards
● Book bags with wheels
● Non-clear book bags
● Bandanas
● Weapons
● Drugs
● Tobacco, including electronic cigarettes and cigarette lighters.
● Belt Bags/Fanny packs
● NON Clear Water bottles
● See GCS Student Code of Conduct for additional information.

Bathroom Policy
At BCHS our goal is to maintain a strong focus on classroom instruction. In order to ensure our
students are successful they need to be in class. Each teacher will determine their bathroom
policy. A student’s need for exceptional or unusual bathroom break frequency for medical
reasons MUST be confirmed by documentation provided by a medical professional or office.

Hall Passes
All students will be required to use a Yellow Jacket Hall





Cell Phones and Wireless Communication
Cell Phones OFF & AWAY

In accordance with Gaston County Board of Education Policy (GCS policy code 4318/Cell
Phones and Wireless Communication Devices): Cell Phones, Smart Watches or any other
Wireless Communication Devices are not to be turned on, used, displayed or visible during
the instructional day. At BCHS, the instructional day is 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM.

Such devices should be off and securely put away at all times. Wireless Communication devices
include but are not limited to cellular phones, other texting devices, two way radios, etc.

Students should not have ear buds/headphones or Airpods in their ears while walking the
hallway or common areas as this presents a Safety Concern should students need to hear
directions in an emergency.

School employees should confiscate wireless communication devices/cell phones/ear buds,
headphones or Airpods that are turned on, used, displayed or visible during the instructional day.
This guideline is in place to protect students’ personal property and maintain a safe and orderly
learning environment.

First offense: If a student is violating the electronic device policy by actively using the
device during the defined instructional day, the student will be warned and instructed to
put it away.

Second offense: the phone, airpods, etc. will be taken and given to the receptionist to be
picked up by the student at the end of the day.

On the third time that the device is given to the receptionist, a parent must pick up the
device at the end of the school day.

Suspension will occur if a student refuses to comply with the above rules. This is a violation of
the Student Code of Conduct Rule #1: Compliance with Directions of Principals, Teachers and
other School Personnel and with school rules.
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Medications
Gaston County Schools medication policy states all medications both



BCHS Athletics
Bessemer City High School has a rich athletic tradition. Our student-athletes participate in a
range of athletic offerings. BCHS is proud of its athletic programs and encourages you to support
your school through participation in competitive high school athletics.

BCHS Athletic Director - Coach William “Billy” James
2023-2024 Teams and Head Coaches

Baseball - Coach Matthew Denham

Men's Basketball - Coach Marcus Barnette

Women’s Basketball - Athletic Director Billy James

Cheerleading - Coach Brittany Lucas

Football - Coach Shane Short

Softball - Coach Lindsay Shumaker

Men’s Track - Coach Chris Lance

Women’s Track - Coach Scott Hardin

Cross County - Coach Chris Lance

Volleyball - Coach James McIntyre

Men’s Golf - Coach Lance Hudson

Women’s Golf - Coach Lance Hudson

Men’s Soccer - Coach Maxwell Baidoo

Women’s Soccer - Coach Robert Johnson

Wrestling - Coach Scott Hardin
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BCHS Pass to Play
Updated Nov. 2021 to align with NCHSAA rule of passing 3 of 4 courses to be eligible
In order to be eligible to participate in athletics and extracurricular activities, a student
must be passing 3 of 4 classes.
Athletics

● Coaches will check grades on a regular basis.
● Additionally, teachers will communicate with coaches if they are having issues with an

athlete in class. This includes both behavioral or academic issues.
● At the 9 weeks mark, any athlete failing 2 or more course(s) will have a 1 week

suspension from participating in competition. Athletes may participate in practice but are
not eligible to participate in competition. The coach will communicate with the
student/teacher to ensure they are making progress.

● Upon completion of the one week suspension, the player’s academic standing will be
reviewed by coach, teacher and student. If the student is passing and/or making progress,
they are eligible to return to all athletic competition. If the athlete is still not passing or
making progress, they will be given another week of suspension from competition. This
will continue until the athlete is improving in all courses previously failed.

BCHS Pass to Play
In order to be eligible to participate in athletics and extracurricular activities, a student
must be passing 3 of 4 classes.
Non-Athletics/Extracurricular Activities

● Pass to Play applies to non-athletic/extracurricular activities including but not limited to
events and activities such as field trips, prom king/queen and homecoming queen
participation etc.

● Any field trip restrictions may be applied by the field trip sponsor and will be
communicated to the parent/student in writing when the field trip is announced to ensure
the restrictions will be upheld.

● Previously served (meaning it was assigned and served before the field trip/event was
announced and communicated) ISS/OSS cannot be used to exclude participation.

● Fees for field trips/activities will be refunded if a student violates the written restrictions
after they’ve been communicated. EXCEPTION: PROM - Once a prom ticket is
purchased a student cannot be excluded for academic performance.

● Any student serving a current out-of-school suspension during the time period of the
activity/field trip/prom will NOT be granted permission to participate under any
circumstances.
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Parent Portal

Parent Portal Instructions - New Accounts/Reset Previous Accounts
Parents/Guardians,
All parents have the opportunity

/


Important Questions and Answers about the Parent Portal:

1. What is the Parent Portal? What is PowerSchool?
The Parent Portal is an Internet-based program that provides information to parents about their
student’s academic performance.. The Parent Portal is a part of PowerSchool, which is the state’s
computer system that stores information about students.

2. Is the Parent Portal available now?
Yes, the Parent Portal is available for parents’ use.

3. How do I access the Parent Portal?
This is a simple process but if you need assistance please contact the school’s Data Manager, Mr.
Perez.
To begin, go to https://gaston.powerschool.com and click the “Create Account” tab. Parents
should fill in the “Create Parent Account” information at the top of the page (First Name, Last
Name, E-mail, Desired Username) and create a password. The letter will provide an access ID
and access password, which the parent fills in at the bottom of the page under the “Link Student
to Account” section. This will link the child’s grades and information to the parent’s account.

4. What if I have more than one child in school? Can I link all of my children to one
account?
Yes, you may link all of your children to your account (regardless of which school they attend).
Do this by entering each child’s name, access ID and Access password in the “Link Students to
Account” section. You may link up to seven children to one account.

5. What is available for me to see in the Parent Portal?
Parents will be able to see their child’s grades, attendance, class schedules, assignments and
other information.

6. When will I be able to see my child’s grades?
You will be able to see your child’s grades after they are entered by the teacher. If you have
questions about a grade or assignment, please contact your child’s teacher.
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School Year 2023 - 2024
Gaston County School Nutrition (GCSN)
Information Guide for School Handbooks

1. Breakfast and Lunch are offered daily in all schools.

Breakfast -A complete school breakfast consists of:
An entrée made with grain and /or protein. Fat free or 1% milk, and Fruit and/ or juice (limit of
one juice per meal)
All students will be required to take at a minimum one serving of fruit or juice and an entree in
order to receive a complete School Breakfast at established meal price (or no charge for a CEP
schools). The maximum amount of food a student can select is one entrée, one milk, and one
fruit and /or juice. If a student does not select a complete school breakfast as outlined above, they
have to pay individually for the items they choose.

Lunch - A complete school Lunch consists of:
An entrée made with protein and/or grain. Fat free or 1% milk, Vegetable, and Fruit
All students will be required to take a minimum one serving of vegetable or fruit and two
addition items in order to receive a school lunch at an established meal price (or no charge for
CEP schools). A lunch entrée may count as two items. At a minimum, a student must select an
entrée and a fruit or vegetable OR they must select two fruits or vegetables and two additional
items to have the meal count as a lunch. The maximum amount of food a student can select is
one entrée, one milk, two vegetables, and two fruit. If a student does not select a complete school
lunch, as outlined above, they will have to pay individually for the items they choose.

2. Meal Prices
Breakfast
Paid students (all grade levels) $1.40
Reduced price students (all grade levels) $0.00
Adults (staff and visitors) $2.00

Lunch
Paid students (grades K – 5) $2.90
Paid students (grades 6 – 12) $3.00
Reduced price students (all grade levels) $0.00
Adults (staff and visitors) $4.00
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3. Charged Meals

Students who do not have money may charge a meal if their account has not exceeded the
following limits:
Elementary (K-5) $21.50
Middle School (6-8) $ 8.80
High School (9-12) no charging allowed

Elementary and middle school students who do not have money and who have exceeded the
charge limit may receive a complimentary alternate meal upon request.
Principals will be provided a daily list of students who have exceeded the charge limits so that
they can inform the student they will only be able to receive a complimentary alternate meal
unless they bring money the following day. High school students who do not have money may
also request a complimentary alternate meal if they are unable to find or borrow money.
Students who have received more than five (5) complimentary alternate meal per year may
receive additional complimentary meals at the mutual discretion of
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5. Free and Reduced Meal Application
Paper applications are available at the school office, the school
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